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Last night, while the damp wind left behind by the rain still lingered among the groves of Waseda, I found myself
attending a lecture organized by the Tomon Architectural Association at the School of Science and Engineering of
Waseda University. Standing at the podium was Akemi Nojiri, a senior architect and researcher formerly affiliated
with the Kajima Technical Research Institute, and what he offered was not merely a technical explanation, but
rather an attempt to listen closely to the breathing of those immense powers hidden deep beneath the earth—

powers that refuse the limits of human imagination itself.

He spoke of volcanoes and earthquakes. Yet his account was far removed from the flat language of newspaper
disaster reports. Instead, it traced the terrifying process by which water—ordinarily regarded as the very source of

life—undergoes a transformation within the dark organs of the earth, becoming instead the trigger of destruction.

Water that seeps deep into the crust, penetrating the interior of tectonic plates, undergoes thermal dissociation
under the heat and pressure of magma, separating into hydrogen and oxygen. These elements, moreover, dissolve
into iodine and sulfur, maintaining an unstable equilibrium at temperatures of roughly four hundred degrees
Celsius—a realm which, from the perspective of ordinary human sensation, can scarcely be called anything but

another world. When the temperature approaches nine hundred degrees, oxygen enters a supercritical state and



emerges within the magma itself. There, once piezoelectric effects are added, ignition occurs, producing a
hydrogen explosion. Professor Nojiri explained that this very instant constitutes the essential reality of an

earthquake.

Nor does the explosion end with a single occurrence. Through implosive contraction caused by adiabatic
expansion, the substances return once more to water; that water again undergoes thermal dissociation, leading to
yet further hydrogen explosions. Aftershocks, he argued, are not merely “residual tremors,” but traces of this
repeated cycle of generation and collapse taking place within the earth itself. Until the magma finally cools, the

planet continues to gasp in its depths, shaking the ground beneath our feet again and again.

As I listened to the lecture, I was reminded anew that human beings are, in truth, no more than temporary
dwellers upon an exceedingly thin crust of earth. And at the same time, I felt a quiet admiration for Senior Nojiri,

who, despite his advanced age, continues even now to pursue learning with such profound seriousness.




